
 

 

 

Vaccine Rollout and Information 
 

The first COVID-19 vaccines for First Nations communities will be available starting December 
30, 2020 – six weeks earlier than initially anticipated. The first vaccines will be administered in 
10 rural and remote First Nations communities. Takla is fortunate enough to be one of these 
communities. Takla was one of the first communities because we have little access to regional 
health care services. We are also considered a high-risk environment if any members become 
infected with the COVID-19 virus. – in addition to being remote – we have 24/7 primary care 
available throughout the holidays that will allow staff to prepare for the immunization program 
at our Health Clinic. We also have nursing staff who are qualified immunizers as well as existing 
infrastructure to accept and distribute the vaccines and meet the necessary storage 
requirements. FNHA has received 4,400 doses, and Takla will receive 200.  
 

The mRNA vaccine  
 
The Moderna vaccine, approved by Health Canada on December 23, 2020, will be used for this 
rollout. The Moderna vaccine is more suitable for use in remote regions since it does not 
require ultra-cold storage, has a longer fridge life, and does not need to be diluted for 
administration. The Moderna vaccine requires a two-dose schedule, with the second dose 
administered 21-35 days after the first. The first dose has 72% immunity, and the second dose 
has 95% immunity to COVID-19. After members receive the first dose, they will still have to self-
isolate for 28 days. The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine (mRNA-1273) is used to prevent COVID-19. 
The vaccine is approved for people who are 18 years of age and older. Its safety and 
effectiveness in people younger than 18 years of age have not yet been established at this time. 
The Moderna COVID-19 mRNA vaccine is manufactured by Moderna Therapeutics Inc...  
 

How the mRNA vaccine works 
 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines give instructions for our cells to make a harmless piece of what is 
called the “spike protein.” The spike protein is found on the surface of the virus that causes 
COVID-19. COVID-19 mRNA vaccines are given in the upper arm muscle. Once the instructions 
(mRNA) are inside the immune cells, the cells use them to make the protein piece. After the 
protein piece is made, the cell breaks down the instructions and gets rid of them. Next, the cell 
displays the protein piece on its surface. Our immune systems recognize that the protein 
doesn’t belong there and begin building an immune response and making antibodies, like what 
happens in natural infection against COVID-19. At the end of the process, our bodies have 
learned how to protect against future infection. The benefit of mRNA vaccines, like all vaccines, 



 
 

 

is those vaccinated gain this protection without ever having to risk the serious consequences of 
getting sick with COVID-19.  
 
 

mRNA Vaccines Are New, But Not Unknown 
 
Researchers have been studying and working with mRNA vaccines for decades. Interest has 
grown in these vaccines because they can be developed in a laboratory using readily available 
materials. This means the process can be standardized and scaled up, making vaccine 
development faster than traditional methods of making vaccines. mRNA vaccines have been 
studied before for flu, Zika, rabies, and many other diseases. As soon as the necessary 
information about the virus that causes COVID-19 was available, scientists began designing the 
mRNA instructions for cells to build the unique spike protein into an mRNA vaccine. Future 
mRNA vaccine technology may allow for one vaccine to provide protection for multiple 
diseases, thus decreasing the number of shots needed for protection against common vaccine-
preventable diseases. 

 

What does this mean for Takla community?  
Takla will receive 200 doses of the vaccine by helicopter on December 29, 2020, to our Health 
Clinic. Our staff will be prepared to transport the vaccine to the freezer where the vaccine will 
be held; the vaccine has a 30-day shelf life. However, we think we will be able to vaccinate 
those community members who want the vaccine in two days, starting with elders. The vaccine 
is available for members in the community aged 18 yrs and older. The vaccine is not suitable for 
17yrs and younger, pregnant or breast-feeding women, or those with an autoimmune disorder 
(please consult your doctor). There have been 30,000 people who received this vaccine 
worldwide, including the Navajo people and medical staff. Out of those 30,000 people, only 
four people had a reaction to the vaccine.  

• Vaccination will start December 30, 2020, at 8:30 am  

• An appointment is needed at the clinic.  
 

How can you receive your vaccine if you do wish to in the community?  
 
Health Clinic - Appointment only – call ahead of time - wait in your vehicle  
Vaccines will be done in the round room.  
Staff will be sanitizing between each patient.  
We’re allowing up to 2 people in one appointment slot if they are in the same bubble (husband 
and wife, sister and brother, living in the same house)  
One-way entry and exit so no one will be passing each other 



 
 

 

Must come wearing your mask, sanitizing before entering the clinic, and practice physical 
distancing.   
 
 

What does this mean for off-reserve community members?  
For now, the vaccine is only for community members in Takla Landing and anyone that lives in 
Takla, RCMP, Health staff, Teachers, essential workers, anyone that resides in Takla.  Once we 
have received any other information, we will share it through our Facebook page and website!  

 

Quick Facts  
• Moderna Vaccine – 2 doses  

• First dose 72% immunity / Second dose 94% immunity  

• Vaccine approved on December 23, 2020  

• Takla will receive 200 doses on December 29, 2020, in Takla by helicopter  

• Start vaccinations on December 30, 2020, at 8:30 am at the Health Clinic 

• We have clinic staff that are qualified immunizers  

• For 18 yrs and older  

• Not for pregnant or breast-feeding mothers  

• Not for those who have an autoimmune disorder (consult your doctor)  

• Only for Community member and staff that are in reserve  

• Not for Takla membership, for Takla residents at this time.  

• Members in Takla have to get the second vaccine in Takla as they got the first one  

• It doesn’t give you COVID-19; it gives you’re the protein that builds immunity to the 
disease  

• 30,000 people, including Navajo and medical staff, have received this vaccine, and only 
four people had a reaction to the vaccine (not life-threatening reactions) 

• Safety precautions are still in place for 28 days after the shot, practice wearing a face 
mask, sanitizing, and physical distancing.  

 

Resources  
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-
treatments/vaccines/moderna.html#a11 
 
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/early-access-to-covid-19-vaccine-for-rural-and-remote-first-nations-communities 
 
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-covid-19-vaccine 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/mrna.html 
 
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/moderna-covid-19-vaccine/product-details 
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https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/moderna-covid-19-vaccine/product-details
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